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INTRODUCTION ;

During the"j, month of November 1949, the Voice of America and the BBC were ..ttacked
by name in 21 different monitored broadcasts from Satellite radios in Eaetér;n surope.
The Volce of America (VOA) was singled out in.15 of these broadcae-ts, distribu «4 as
follows: Hungarien radlo--5; Polish radio--5; .Czechoslovak radie~-2; Bulgeria . radio--2;
Rumanisn redio--1. Of the 6 criticisms of .the-BBO, 3-were -broadcest bfbho-zﬁu‘. garian

radio, 2 by the Czechoslovek redio, 1 by the Poligh radio, and 1 by "Free Gree .a."

The na jor difference between Satellite radio treatment of VOA and BBC broi«icasts is
that replies to the latter are generally more or less ressoned refutations of ::lleged
BBC errors and distortiona, whereas replies fao VOA brosdcests featura moat of -he
vituperative adjectives 1{1 the Cqmuniat vocabulary. In asddition, the methods and aims
of the VOA broadcasts are cestigated whenever the station is mentioned and hav: been

the subjest of Batellite comment unrelated to 'speoific VOA broadcasts,

) While all of the n;onitored‘ comment on the VOA maokes the same general chari:ea--that
it is untruthf‘ul and the mouthpiece for imperialist propaganda—-there is no apyarent
evidence of & concerted cempaign against the VOA. Rather, each country hes in general
replied to VOA broadcasts when these have touched on some aspect of its intern: 1 affatrs.
Practically all of the Satellite radio comments imply some degree of Satellite sudience
listening to VOA‘broadcaste; and one commentator over the Hungarian redio sdmiited in

80 many words that there were those who listened to the "concocted stories™ of the VOi.
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Also of interest is the fact that the Hungarian radio references to the VOA ccacentreted
slmost exclusively on the VOA's alleged atimmlation of "rumor -mongering™ about. shorteges

and devalua.t:lon--resultivng in a wave of panic-buying.

REPLIES TO SPECIFIC VOA BROADCASTS

The Hungarien Radio

31 October:--Budapest issued a report on the incressed consumption of white braad and
denied "enemy rumors”™ to the effect that the introduction of white bread had boaen a
propaganda stunt timed to coincide with the youth festival. (On the same day, VOA
quoted reports from Vienna to the effect that the Hungarian Government had ove-egtimsbed
ite stocks of white flour and had started a "spontaneous™ workers' movement to petition
the Government to abolish white bread as "'a bourgeois invention.'")

L November: --Budapest reported a wave of panic-buying of white bread and of du-amble goods
28 a result of the ebove VOA broadcast and of an esrlier one reporting the imm nent
devaluation of the forint. Castigeting the "lies" of the VOA and the credulit;: of those
who belleved them, the paper SZABAD NEP called for greater vigilance against Imor -mongers.

5 November:--The Hungearian Home Service reported the arrest of three devaluatiin rumoy-
mongers, but attributed the origin of the rumors to the BBC.

9 November:-~-The VOA was reinstated as the suthor of the devaluation rumors. it the same
time, however, it was cleimed that VOA was inept at spreading lies.

11 November:--SZABAD NEP reporbed the sentencing of the three Tumor-mongers an< , ignoring
its earlier account of the mass nature of the buying hysteria, said thet the nizber of
those arrested was so low because "the tens of thousends of our workers would rot fall
for ... the American-made lies."

12 November:--A commentary by Antal Apro admitted that although the workers ha¢ faith in
the regime and "are shouldering sacrifices," there were those who listened to *‘the
concocted stories" of the VOA. Apro went on to relate how such perscns hed paisi dearly
for their lesson, since they had not been allowed to return to the shops the msay useless
articles they had bought during the buying panic.

The Polish Redio

9 November:--The spokesman for the Polish Foreign Ministry, Victor Grosz, answeced
questions about "the campaign being carried out in so-called Western Germany a1 by the
VOA, with its subordinate propaganda orgsns in Western Europe,” concerning tue
Rokossoveky esppointment. Grosz said: "I em not 8olng to answer questions conce ning

the rudeness and insolence of the Voice of America because all comment is super ‘luous.”
He lald the campaign as & whole to the fact thet "the Hitlerite revanchists mug . be filled
vith penlc, and their Americen protectors cénsumed vwith rage," since the appoinment
strengthened the defense of the Oder-Neisse 1line,

13 November:--Commentator Franciszek Oset spoke of "the impotent madness™ of VO.. broad -
caste on the Rokossoveky appointment. ILike Grosz » ke thought that the Oder-Neli e
question lay behind the violence of the American reaction,

19 November:--A Polish Home Service program reported that on 17 November the VO: ; quoting
Spanish emigre leaders, had stated that La Pasionaria had been arrested in Pragre, and
thet on 18 November it had been forced to retract the statement when Ibarruri tirned

up at the Moscow Conference of Women Peace Defenders. Citing this as enother irstance
of VOA lying,Wersaw went on to criticize the VOA's retraction which reportedly }ad
explained thet the confusion arose over Tberruri's visit to Moscow. The apesker pointed
out that the original VOA broadcast specifically stated thet the srrest had take- place
in Pregue.

(It may be noted that there was no Polish reaction to VOA reports that Victor Gr 287 had
been purged. Nor was the VOA blamed for the rumors of impending price increases, which
were widely denied by the Polish Home Service on 31 October and 1 November, )
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The Czechoslovak Radio

17 November:--The Slovsk commentator Horvath derided "a number of stupid and ridicuious
rumors .going about the country tc the effect that there will be another curm ney rerorm
in the new year”™ and held the VOA and the BBC responsible for originsting th rumorn,
Fortunately, he s2id, only a handful of people had responded to the rumors b: panie-
buying, since the majJority of the people did not believe the rumors.*

The Bulgerian Radio

16 November:--BTA (the Bulgarian press service) reported that the Voice of Arerica was
responsible for a story to the effect that the Bulgarian National Bank had circulated
«abroad e nuwber of counterfeited French Louis D'Or. BTA stated that it was : uthorired
to deny thir story as "mendacious and slandercus," adding that "among the mery slanderous
and, fabricated reports with which VOA listeners are regaled daily this in paiticular

1s one of the moet impudent and malicious. It illustrates the low level to vhich the
management of the Voice of America has fallen." ' '

The Rz_zman:Lan Redio

235 November:~-Brosdcasting in Serbocrost, Bucharest noted that a 5 August VO} brosdcast
-in Hungerian had recommended to its listeners that they tune in to the progreas of
number of capitalist stations and to Radio Belgrade. This was held to be prcsf that
Yugoslavia broadcasts the same propsganda as the capltelist stations.

B

ST | . GENERAL GOMVENT ON TEE VOICE OF AMERICA

%o

The Poligh.radio c¢arried two general attacks .on the Voice of America during Nvember.
The first. cams on the second when Warsaw aired the Cominform journal article, "Voilce Of
Americe Goebbels,"#* The second Polish attack came on 21 November and consis sed of a
balk by Wisniewski who argued that the VOA was not free es it claimed. He ci.ad as
proof of this contention the fact that the American radio is dependent upon s ivertising
‘revenue, and that the stock of the networks is held by capitalist inveators, 'n
particular by large .corporations or bankas. - While the comnmentator did not ape:ifically
state that the VOA was thus dependent and controlled, the listener was left t, infer
that this was the case. '

On 22 November, Prague carried a commentary questioning the objectivity of th: VOA.
And on the same day, Budapest, broadcasting in Serbocroat, said that the Lond. u
conference of Americean diplomats from Eastern Europe had been called because .i° the
fallure of the VOA's propagenda brosdcasts which "have becoms ridiculous to ti whols
.of .Barope so that nobody takes them serfously.” . ’

On 24 HQvfber, the Bulgarien radio quoted the Sofias paper IZGREV ﬁo the effe:t that
"the Voice of America is the name of a radio stafion which draws its dark fam: from
its most unacrupulous distortion of the truth," The VOA was sald to be the viice of

- Americen capltalists, not of the American people,

~

* When, on 30 November, Miniater of Internal Trade Krajcir announced price reductions
and en extension of the free market, he admitted that in fact thers had t:=en a
-.wave .of panic-buying as s result of rumors spread about an irminent chang= 1in the
price echedules, But Krajcir 4id not blame either the VOA or the BBC for these
rumors. ;

*%. .This article was given very little Play by the.Satellite radios, the only other
monitored broadcast reference to it having come from Budapest on 31 Octobsr. On
thaf. day, Budapest also said that i{ts new 2-kilowatt shortwave station was stronger
than the Voice of America in proportion as truth is stronger than falseho 1.
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REACTIONS TO BBC BROADCASTS

On 2 November, the Polish commentator Roszkow, criticized a BBC brosdcast which nad clsimed

a preggnderance of steel production for the Western world. Asserting that the bogey of steel
prepondoranco hed been brought forward to replace the pricked bubble of Western stomic
energy monopoly, Roszkow pointed out that the Boviet and Satellite steel industries wers
expanding while the Western steel industries were subject to labor disputes and stoppages.

In any event, said Roszkow, mteel preponderance would do the capitalist world 1little geod

i1f the workers refused to turn their aheel weapons agsinst the USSR.

OnLS Novembér,-Budagest referred to the BBC as responsible for riumors of the devsiuatica of
the forint, .

"Free Gresce”, on O November, carried a vebuttal to a broadcast by Francis Noel-Raker, in
which the British Socialist MP had atressed the fact that the redolution of the 3ixth Flenum
of the Greek Communist Party had contained an admission of the guerrilles' defeatc. "Free
Greede"‘complained that such emphasis distorted the meaning of the resolution.

Next to %e'hbard from was the Budapest paper SZABAD NEP which, according to the Zudapest
radio, pleaded guilty to the BBC charge that it was excessively friendly to the Soviet
Union. - Certein omissions of fact in the BBC broadcast were pointed out.

Novqhber‘lj_bfought Slovak commentator Horvath's denisl of the "ridiculous rumors” spread
by the BBC and the VOA on the imminence of a Czech currency reform.

A few days later, 20 November, Budapest told Serbocroat listeners that Pijade and Djiles
were competitors in the distortion of Marx-Leninism, and that Djilas had apparertly wor
since it was his series of BORBA arbicles which had been aelected by the BBC for broadcasts
to Eastern Europe.

The last _reference to the BBC came on 22 November, when the Czechoslovak radio commentetor
Rosian deridcd ‘the brosdcasts of the "old moulted inciter™ Bruce Lockhart for their laek
of sense, Rosian speculated as to whether the stupidity of BBC broadcasts in Czach might
not be explained as deliberate sabotage carrled out by sympathizers with popular democracy.
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